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YOU MAY
HAVE HEARD...

Instagram engagement is off the charts, and
for good reason. Unsurprisingly, Instagram is all
about images. And in an age when consumers
are increasingly communicating in pictures, not
words, make no mistake. Instagram is where
your fans are - and where they want to be.

Our previous content has attempted to look

at some of the science behind what works on
Instagram. But whether you’re a big brand, a
small biz, or your own boss, there’s no denying
that succeeding on Instagram isn’t just science
- it’s art.

To that end, we’ve enlisted the help of 12 great
Instagram artists to help you become a better
one. In this guide, you’ll find 25 tips for taking
better photos, telling authentic stories, and
building stronger connections with your fans.
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justinmeadmaxon

Justin Mead Maxon http://www.justinmaxon.com

December 2014 October 2014

STRIVE FOR
THEMATIC
CONTINUITY.

“Some of the most successful photographers

August 2014 July 2014

have a certain sort of stylistic continuity
throughout their practice. Try having a similar
theme, voice or aesthetic. Find your style.”

@justinmeadmaxon SHARE THIS TIP

May 2014 March 2014 February 2014
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https://instagram.com/justinmeadmaxon/
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20Justin%20Mead%20Maxon%3A%20Stick%20to%20a%20Theme.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1In802p
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20Justin%20Mead%20Maxon%3A%20Stick%20to%20a%20Theme.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1In802p
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https://instagram.com/garethpon/
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40garethpon%3A%20Create%20a%20Narrative.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1HjipvC
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40garethpon%3A%20Create%20a%20Narrative.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1HjipvC

“Take a moment to think about why you want to capture
a particular image. What makes it interesting to you?
Asking yourself these kinds of questions really does
wonders to help improve your photography in general; it
also helps define the tone, composition and emotions you
want to convey through it. Nothing is more gratifying than
when someone else sees your photograph and feels the
same emotions you felt when you took it.”

@dante8 SHARE THIS TIP Y

“Challenge yourself to see beyond the narrative. There’s
so much imagery out there. What makes an image unique
is when it goes against the normal visual association we
have with the subject.”

@justinmeadmaxon SHARE THIS TIP M
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https://instagram.com/dante8
https://instagram.com/justinmeadmaxon
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40007dante%3A%20Mind%20Your%20Subject.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1In8ky6
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20Justin%20Mead%20Maxon%3A%20Go%20Against%20the%20Grain.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1HjiDTN
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40007dante%3A%20Mind%20Your%20Subject.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1In8ky6
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20Justin%20Mead%20Maxon%3A%20Go%20Against%20the%20Grain.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1HjiDTN
https://instagram.com/dante8
https://instagram.com/dante8

USE YO
NATIVE CAMERA.

“There are thousands of photo apps out there. But
as tempting and convenient *y be to shoot

an image through them, most don’t provide as high
of a resolution as your phone does. For example, if
you shoot your picture in Instagram, not only are you
stuck with a medium-quality image, but you are also
stuck with a square.


https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40astrodub%3A%20Use%20Your%20Native%20Camera.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1HjiG1G
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40astrodub%3A%20Use%20Your%20Native%20Camera.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1HjiG1G
https://instagram.com/astrodub

“Always shoot as manually as possible. You can even do
this with your phone. Look for apps that, at the least,

let you control the focus and exposure. On an iPhone, |
love VSCO and ProCamera. With Lumia devices, you can
control the ISO, shutter speed, exposure compensation,

focus and aperture all with the native camera app.”

@kirstenalana SHARE THIS TIP Y

“Don’t be afraid to use the tools that Instagram and other
apps provide you to produce your images. The idea that
only unfiltered or unedited photos are real is ludicrous
and outdated. Photographers have always edited their
images regardless of the medium. Digital photography is
as real as photos captured on film.”

@bkstreetart SHARE THIS TIP M
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photo: @kirstenalana
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http://vsco.co/
http://www.procamera-app.com/
https://instagram.com/kirstenalana
https://instagram.com/bkstreetart
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40kirstenalana%3A%20Shoot%20Manually.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1In8RjJ
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40bkstreetart%3A%20Embrace%20New%20Tools.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1In8XaY
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40kirstenalana%3A%20Shoot%20Manually.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1In8RjJ
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40bkstreetart%3A%20Embrace%20New%20Tools.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1In8XaY
https://instagram.com/kirstenalana
https://instagram.com/kirstenalana

he Way your 5cene Iooks you-h get~ . !

: By studylng Ilght and how |t'aff1ects
the result you want in an image. Consider the time of day, the character of
shadows, and the color of the light. Remember that light is ultimately your
tool. The more you learn how to use it, the better your photos will be.”

(@garethpon SHARETHIS TIP
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https://instagram.com/garethpon/
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40garethpon%3A%20Look%20to%20the%20Light.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1In98Da
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40garethpon%3A%20Look%20to%20the%20Light.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1In98Da

SHOOT IN
LANDSCAPE.

“The majority of people just pick up their

phones, point and shoot. This makes for
some distorted perspectives and dizzying
images. It also makes it really hard to crop
as a square if, say, you were shooting for
Instagram.

Instead, turn your phone horizontally
and hold with both hands as you

compose your shot. This works great for
landscapes, portraits and general everyday
photography. Make sure your grid is on so
you can shoot as straight as possible, and
turn on your HDR setting, which is available
on most mobile phones.”

@astrodub SHARE THIS TIP

DON’T BE FLASHY.

“Although they’re getting slightly better,
don’t use the built-in flash. It often creates
a harsh “deer in headlights” look that’s
not flattering to anyone or thing.”

@samhorine SHARE THIS TIP

Curalate: Smarter Marketing Through Imagery ¢ 9


https://instagram.com/samhorine
https://instagram.com/astrodub
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40samhorine%3A%20Don't%20be%20Flashy.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1In9p8Z
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40samhorine%3A%20Don't%20be%20Flashy.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1In9p8Z
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40astrodub%3A%20Shoot%20in%20Landscape.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1In9byU
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40astrodub%3A%20Shoot%20in%20Landscape.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1In9byU
https://instagram.com/astrodub
https://instagram.com/astrodub

GET IN LINE.

Curalate


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rule_of_thirds
https://instagram.com/samhorine
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40samhorine%3A%20Get%20in%20Line.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1In9utw
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40samhorine%3A%20Get%20in%20Line.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1In9utw



https://instagram.com/garethpon/
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40garethpon%3A%20Have%20a%20Perspective.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1In9ycK
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40garethpon%3A%20Have%20a%20Perspective.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1In9ycK



https://instagram.com/darrylljones
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40darrylljones%3A%20Be%20Playful.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1In9MRa
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40darrylljones%3A%20Be%20Playful.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1In9MRa

YOUR BEST SELFIE.

“Look for more creative ways to take self-portraits
using tripods or a timer. Anyone can take a selfie-
stick photo, but not anyone can achieve a real
piece of art with themselves in the frame. | love the
GorillaPod for this type of mobile photography. It
can literally wrap around anything, so you don’t
need to worry about a level surface.”

GET CLOSE TO PEOPLE.

“When you are close physically, the images feel
intimate and resonate more emotion.”

Curalate


http://joby.com/gorillapod
https://instagram.com/kirstenalana
https://instagram.com/amivitale/
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40kirstenalana%3A%20Show%20Your%20Best%20Selfie.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1HjjyDy
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40amivee%3A%20Get%20Up%20Close%20%26%20Personal.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1Hjjx2o
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40kirstenalana%3A%20Show%20Your%20Best%20Selfie.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1HjjyDy
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40amivee%3A%20Get%20Up%20Close%20%26%20Personal.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1Hjjx2o
https://instagram.com/kirstenalana
https://instagram.com/kirstenalana



http://vsco.co/
https://instagram.com/kirstenalana
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40kirstenalana%3A%20Think%20Big%20Picture.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1HjjCDo
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40kirstenalana%3A%20Think%20Big%20Picture.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1HjjCDo

DON’T SETTLE.

“Don’t just take the picture everyone else takes. Think about
the light, your position, the framing, the angle. Maybe look up
or turn around. Sometimes you’ll find the best stories to tell in a
picture when you’re thinking out of the box.”

@justtravelous SHARE THIS TIP

TAKE YOUR TIME.

“It sounds simple, but I've been witness way too many times of
people snapping pictures with their mobile devices too quickly,
putting no thought in stopping for a moment to compose
themselves and the shot. One thing that photography has
taught me is to exercise more patience. (Sometimes easier said
than done!)

If you’re walking down the street and see something you want
to take a photo of, don’t be afraid to stop for a few moments to
think about the shot, what’s in frame, what you’re focusing on,
etc. Or, if you’re at brunch with your hungry friends and want to
take a tabletop food photo, ask them to be patient before they
start eating until you get your shot.”

(@dante8

SHARE THIS TIP
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https://instagram.com/justtravelous
https://instagram.com/dante8
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40007dante%3A%20Take%20Your%20Time.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1InaayT
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40007dante%3A%20Take%20Your%20Time.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1InaayT
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40justtravelous%3A%20Don't%20Settle.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1HjjF1U
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40justtravelous%3A%20Don't%20Settle.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1HjjF1U
https://instagram.com/justtravelous
https://instagram.com/justtravelous

FIND A DECISIVE
MOMENT.



https://instagram.com/amivitale/
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40amivee%3A%20Find%20a%20%22Decisive%20Moment.%22%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1InafCR
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40amivee%3A%20Find%20a%20%22Decisive%20Moment.%22%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1InafCR

KEEP IT REAL.

“Believe in what you’re shooting. You will be
inspired creatively, and the photos will show.
When I’'m out in nature, for example, | only
share the photos that bring back the feelings
I had when | was out in the wild.”

(@kevinruss SHARE THIS TIP

Curalate: Smarter Marketing Through Imagery < 17


https://instagram.com/kevinruss
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40kevintruss%3A%20Keep%20it%20Real.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1HjjNhS
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40kevintruss%3A%20Keep%20it%20Real.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1HjjNhS

FIND YOUR STYLE.

“On Instagram, people often check out the profile
before following someone new, so it’s important that
your pictures follow the same style. This can be a
special angle, a story, or the way you edit your pictures.
Personally, | love using the Afterlight app, especially the
filters “russ” and “elm.” What | also like about Afterlight
is that you can choose the amount of filtering you

want to apply to a photo. Play around with it, and even
combine different filters to find your own unique style.”

@justtravelous SHARE THIS TIP

MIX IT UP.

“Think about your Instagram page as an online portfolio.
Your images should showcase your versatility in shooting
a variety of subjects and a variety of shooting styles. For
example, aim for a mix of close-ups, wide-angle shots,
composition styles, use of color, and so on.”

@charissa_fay SHARE THIS TIP

oS LT

justtravelous

Yvonne Zagermann Good girls go to heaven ¥ Bad girls go everywhere. Be travelol
Go everywhere! SC: justtravelous # Tag your photos #justtravelous to be featured 2
http://www justtravelous.com

March 2015 February .
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http://afterlight.us/
https://instagram.com/justtravelous
https://instagram.com/charissa_fay
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40justtravelous%3A%20Find%20Your%20Style.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1InanSS
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40charissa_fay%3A%20Mix%20it%20Up.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1HjjUtS
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40justtravelous%3A%20Find%20Your%20Style.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1InanSS
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40charissa_fay%3A%20Mix%20it%20Up.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1HjjUtS



https://instagram.com/charissa_fay
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40charissa_fay%3A%20Practice%20Makes%20Perfect.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1InaygN
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40charissa_fay%3A%20Practice%20Makes%20Perfect.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1InaygN
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HAVE A PROJECT
IN MIND.


https://instagram.com/bkstreetart
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40bkstreetart%3A%20Have%20a%20Project%20in%20Mind.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1InaFcr
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40bkstreetart%3A%20Have%20a%20Project%20in%20Mind.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1InaFcr



https://instagram.com/darrylljones
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40darrylljones%3A%20Take%20Photos%20That%20Bring%20You%20Joy.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1Hjk9VN
https://twitter.com/home?status=Instagram%20Insight%20from%20%40darrylljones%3A%20Take%20Photos%20That%20Bring%20You%20Joy.%20Get%20this%20%2B24%20more%20tips%20from%20IG%20influencers%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fcur.lt%2F1Hjk9VN

CONTRIBUTORS

Ami Vitale Danté Vincent
Nikon Ambassador and National Photographer and Digital Producer
Geographic Photographer @dante8 Photo: p. 5, 24

(@amivitale Photo: p. 16

Angeliki Jackson

Visual Artist, BFA in Graphic Design
from The School of Visual Arts

Darryll Jones

Professional Photographer

@darrylljones Photos: p. 12, 21
@astrodub Photos: p. 6, 9

Charissa Fay Gareth Pon

Travel, Food and Lifestyle Photographer Africa’s Top Instagrammer, Creative

@charissa_fay Photo: p. 19 Consultant, Filmmaker, Photographer and

Founder of the Official Instagramers South
Africa Community

@garethpon Photos: p. 4, 8, 11, 24
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CONTRIBUTORS

Jaime Rojo

Co-Founder and Editor of Photography at
BrooklynStreetArt.com, Columnist for The
Huffington Post Arts & Culture

@bkstreetart @jaimerojoa

Justin Mead Maxon

Award-Winning Photographer and
Contributor to TIME, Rolling Stone and The
New York Times

@justinmeadmaxon

Kevin Russ

Professional Photographer

(@kevinruss

Kirsten Alana

Professional Photographer and Digital Media
Entrepreneur

@kirstenalana

Sam Horine

Professional Photographer and Adjunct
Digital Photography Instructor at NYU

@samhorine

A=\ Yvonne Zagermann

Photographer, Blogger and Founder of
Just Travelous

@justtravelous
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https://instagram.com/justinmeadmaxon
http://www.kirstenalana.com/
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ABOUT (£ CURALATE

Today’s consumer has made it abundantly clear: Images speak
louder than words. Curalate gives you the power to unlock visual
conversations and market with images at scale. See why marketing
and ecommerce teams at hundreds of the world’s most loved brands
view Curalate as a partner, not just a vendor.

LET’S TALK BIG PICTURE } Request a Demo

VISUAL ANALYTICS M SCHEDULING

Generate insights from images. Advanced social publishing tools.
LIKE2BUY @ CONVERSATIONS
Make Instagram shoppable, instantly. Join today’s visual conversation.
@ FANREEL PROMOTIONS
Monetize user-generated content. Promotions in your voice, not your vendor’s.

SHARE THIS GUIDE p
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